to overcome the inertia, the sensitiveness of the conductive apparatus may be ascertained, and the amount of any loss thereof determined by comparing the minimum intensity found to be necessary, with that required when the sensitiveness is normal. Since the intensity of sound varies, according to the well known physical law, inversely as the square of the distance from the sonorous body, the maximum distance at which a sound affects the conductive apparatus necessarily depends on the intensity being, at that distance, the minimum capable of overcoming the inertia; consequently, distance, by reason of the intensity which it represents, may be employed, like the intensity itself, to determine the sensitiveness, and is, indeed, the method in actual use for this purpose.* The maximum distance for a given sound, when stop," by means of which the sound may be interrupted at pleasure, without the patient's knowledge; the same result, however, may be less perfectly attained, by reversing the hand which holds the watch, so that the hand is interposed between the watch and the ear of the patient.
